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American Society of Landscape Architects Spotlights Hyde Park’s Montgomery Place

CHICAGO (September 15, 2009)—From September 18 through 21, more than 3,000 people will gather in Chicago for the American Society of Landscape Architects Annual Meeting and Expo. One of the focal points of the conference will be Hyde Park’s own Montgomery Place. As a testament to its innovative design and holistic approach to wellness, Montgomery Place’s rooftop gardens will be included in a special walking tour that will feature some of Chicago’s most intensive and extensive usable green roofs. 

Montgomery Place utilized planning and landscape architecture firm Hitchcock Design Group to create extraordinary rooftop green spaces that standout in a city already known as a leader in green-roof installations in the United States. The design team took to the task of developing an area that offered not only botanical beauty, but also healing and relaxation. Two rooftop gardens were created—the north and south roof decks. The north rooftop garden was designed to accommodate two different programming purposes. It has a circular pathway that meets the needs of sub-acute rehabilitation patients, as handrails are part of their ambulatory recovery. The same circular design also allows residents with moderate to severe memory loss to benefit as it is a “wandering” pathway. The south rooftop garden is smaller and is used by residents of the Assisted Living Pavilion. Both gardens have views of the lake and lakeshore. 

Both gardens were designed to meet Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification for 50 percent green-roof coverage and the use of a high-efficiency drip irrigation system. The U.S. Green Building Council bestows LEED certification based on standards set by the council for environmentally sustainable construction. 

About Montgomery Place

Montgomery Place is located in Chicago’s vibrant Hyde Park neighborhood, overlooking Lake Michigan and adjacent to the Museum of Science and Industry and the University of Chicago campus and hospitals. As always, its mission remains the same: to enhance the lives of residents by providing retirement housing and health services in a setting that offers the resources of the city and a university neighborhood for a stimulating and enriching life. For more information, please call 773-753-4102 or visit www.montgomeryplace.org.

