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Montgomery Place Receives National and International Attention for Innovation 

CHICAGO (September 22, 2009)—This summer and fall, Hyde Park’s Montgomery Place received accolades and attention from multiple national and international groups focused on quality senior living design and operations. Much attention is being paid to Montgomery Place for its progress in ensuring future marketability and financial stability and for the innovative design of its $20.5 million renovation project. 

In July, Montgomery Place’s most recent renovations were presented at the biennial conference of the International Association of Homes and Services for the Ageing (IAHSA) in London. This week the community will be showcased as a tour site for the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) when they hold their conference in Chicago. The community will be featured again at the annual Ziegler Senior Living Finance conference in Carlsbad, Calif., on October 1 as an example of a community that has achieved stability during challenging economic times. 

In November, a whirlwind of attention will be focused on Montgomery Place again as the community is the subject of several tours and sessions during the American Association of Homes and Services for the Aging (AAHSA) conference at the McCormick Center in Chicago. These include a post-occupancy evaluation and review by The Society for the Advancement of Gerontological Environments (SAGE), a session on consumer trends presented by Montgomery Place CEO Michael Apa and the highlighting of Montgomery Place as a tour site for the AAHSA conference. 

All of this attention relates to the fact that Montgomery Place is an excellent example of redefining a community for future needs. The six-year repositioning project was led by the management and Board of Directors of the community. The extended project team for Montgomery Place included Chicago-based Ziegler Senior Living Finance, SB&A, an integrated marketing firm in Richmond, Va., Hitchcock Design Group, an innovative and progressive landscape architecture firm and the Cleveland, Ohio, office of Dorsky Hodgson Parrish Yue (DHPY) Architects, an architecture, planning, interiors and environmental design firm, that was tasked with not only transforming the physical space at Montgomery Place, but also increasing residents’ quality of life in the process. 

The presentation at IAHSA, held in London, highlighted how the project transformed the community into a more modern, sophisticated environment in a neighborhood setting. New amenities that encourage residents’ physical, mental, social and intellectual wellness include rooftop gardens, a café/library, conservatory, wellness center, state-of-the-art fitness center, spa, concierge services and other upgraded services. Montgomery Place also dedicated itself to emphasizing five-star-quality customer service to better assist residents from day to day. 

As a testament to its holistic approach to wellness, Montgomery Place’s rooftop gardens were included in a special walking tour during the ASLA Annual Meeting and Expo in September that featured some of Chicago’s most intensive and extensive usable green roofs. Created by Hitchcock Design Group, these gardens were designed to accommodate different programming purposes, utilizing special features that assist with the needs of residents, including handrails and wandering pathways.

Because of its tremendous repositioning efforts, Montgomery Place was honored by being selected for a post-occupancy evaluation by SAGE. This evaluation is conducted to determine a variety of benchmarks, including residents’ satisfaction and marketing effectiveness. The results of this study will be presented in November at the AAHSA annual conference, where more than 10,000 people are expected to attend. A multidisciplinary team of providers, architects, interior designers and researchers will be on hand to discuss Montgomery Place’s success and how the physical environment that has been created for residents supports their well-being, safety and autonomy. 

DHPY will also be on hand at AAHSA this year, presenting its Montgomery Place work at the “Design for Aging Services” exposition, where it will be viewed for architectural achievement. Through research findings, the team was able to ascertain and develop a plan for what would work best at Montgomery Place. Changes included moving administrative offices out of prime spaces that were then transformed into usable resident areas, as well as more private rooms and better overall living accommodations. This change alone greatly increased the functionality, accessibility and overall flow of the community.

Ziegler Senior Living Finance, a global financial services firm, will also feature Montgomery Place at its annual conference in Carlsbad, Calif., the first week of October. Chicago-based Ziegler worked closely with Montgomery Place in its repositioning efforts, helping Montgomery Place move forward with its decision to create entry-fee residences instead of the rental program it had used in the past. The Ziegler team will discuss the benefits and financial stability this model created for Montgomery Place, as well as the overall success of Montgomery Place that includes the incredible quality and value of the community. 

With an enviable location in culturally rich Hyde Park overlooking Lake Michigan, and proximity to the University of Chicago Medical Center and the Museum of Science and Industry, Montgomery Place provides an upscale quality comparable to its competitors and an exceptional value. 

“Eight years ago, this retirement community was in severe financial distress and was sited for numerous deficiencies,” stated Michael Apa, executive director of Montgomery Place. “We are excited to see our vision and all of our hard work finally come to fruition for the long-term good of those who live here and the Hyde Park neighborhood as a whole. To be recognized and cited by so many national and international entities is a testament to our success. We look forward to what the future holds for Montgomery Place.” 

About Montgomery Place

Montgomery Place is located in Chicago’s vibrant Hyde Park neighborhood, overlooking Lake Michigan and adjacent to the Museum of Science and Industry and the University of Chicago campus and hospitals. As always, its mission remains the same: to enhance the lives of residents by providing retirement housing and health services in a setting that offers the resources of the city and a university neighborhood for a stimulating and enriching life. For more information, please call 773-753-4102 or visit www.montgomeryplace.org.
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